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Overview

Collaborative initiative between Rice University and UTHealth School of Public 
Health (UTSPH) in Houston

● Allows selected undergraduate students to enroll in up to 5 core courses at 
UTSPH during their senior year at Rice and obtain dual undergraduate and 
graduate credit

● Enables accepted students to complete their Master of Public Health degree 
(MPH) in one year after completing their undergraduate degree



Core UTSPH MPH Courses

1. PHM 1110 - Health Promotion & Behavioral Sciences in Public Health

2. PH 1690 - Introduction to Biostatistics in Public Health

3. PHM 2612 - Epidemiology I

4. PHWM 2110 - Public Health Ecology & the Human Environment [online only]

5. PHM 3715 - Management & Policy Concepts in Public Health



Applying to the Program

● Start academic planning early (sophomore year)

● Complete most (preferably all) Distribution & major requirements before 

senior year 

● Apply to Rice program in February of junior year

● All majors eligible and welcome to apply

● Signed statement of intent to complete MPH at UTSPH





Selection Criteria

● 5-7 students admitted per year

● Joint Rice-UTSPH faculty review committee

● Admission based on quality of application & student’s demonstrated interest 

in public health
○ Good academic standing, minimum GPA 3.0, letter of recommendation, & strong evidence of 

interest in public health



After Admission to the Program

● If admitted through Rice, apply to UTSPH Certificate Program through 

SOPHAS in late spring/early summer of junior year
○ Upon admission, complete immunization, residency, background check, etc. in summer 

(delay will prevent fall course registration)

● In summer/fall, register for UTSPH courses & Rice placeholder courses 

(credit at both institutions)
○ Take 2-3 UTSPH courses & 1-2 Rice courses per semester in senior year (grades on Rice 

transcript)

● 1st year tuition (not fees) at UTSPH paid by Rice, but you must be enrolled 

full-time at Rice for entire year



Transition from Certificate to MPH Program

● In late fall of senior year, apply to transfer from Certificate program to MPH 

program 

● Requires GRE (MCAT okay only if applying to MD/MPH track)

● Plan to complete MPH practicum in summer after senior year

● Complete MPH coursework at UTSPH (any TX campus) in year after 

graduation



Deadline: Friday, February 24, 2023 @ 5 pm

● Application form (to be released)

● Course plan for senior year

● Certification of good academic standing by major advisor

● Intent to complete MPH at UTSPH

● 1-2 page personal statement

● Faculty recommendation letter

● Résumé 

● Submit to: ugdean@rice.edu 

mailto:ugdean@rice.edu








Co-Directors:
Dr. Cassandra Diep csdiep@rice.edu 

Dr. Kirsten Ostherr kostherr@rice.edu 

https://dou.rice.edu/student-resources/public-health-scholars-program
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